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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 056097 
ORIGIN DRC-01 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 PA-02 L-03 SCSE-00 /018R 

DRAFTED BY FADRC/DR:F.M.MACHAK:SCA:J.CARTER 

APPROVED BY 0/FADRC:J.S.PRUDEN 

SCA:R.T.HENNEMEYER 

SCA/SCS:A.A.GISE 

ARA/AND:J.ALLITTO 

PA:P.E.AUERSWALD 

L/SCA:R.DALTON (SUBS) 

141600Z 025069/47 

O 141539Z MAR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY QUITO IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 056097 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AINF, CASC 

SUBJECT:MISSING PERSONS IN ECUADOR: VISIT OF NBC TV 
FILM CREW TO ECUADOR 

REF: (A) QUITO 1546, (B) 75 STATE A-4872 

1 . PRIVACY ACT PROHIBITS DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 
ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT HIS/HER PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT, 

UNLESS SUCH DISCLOSURE IS CONSISTENT WITH SUBSECTION (B) 

OF THE PRIVACY ACT. 

2. EMBASSY IS CORRECT THAT LETTERS OF CONSENT FROM 
FAMILIES OF MISSING PERSONS DO NOT CONSTITUTE CONSENT FROM 
THE INDIVIDUAL. THEREFORE, EMBASSY MAY ONLY RELEASE 
PERSONAL INFORMATION IF DISCLOSURE IS EITHER REQUIRED TO 
BE RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT OR IF THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPARTMENT (SCA) RULES THAT PERSONAL INFORMATION CAN BE 
RELEASED BECAUSE THE PUBLIC BENEFIT WOULD OUTWEIGH THE LOSS 
OF PRIVACY. AT THIS TIME THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT REPEAT 
NOT BELIEVE THAT PUBLIC BENEFIT WOULD BE SERVED BY 
RELEASING ANY PERSONAL INFORMATION TO NBC. 

3. DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT NBC MAY FILE FREEDOM OF 
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INFORMATION REQUEST FOR ALL FILES PERTAINING TO PERSONS 

MISSING IN ECUADOR. IF SUCH REQUEST IS RECEIVED IT WILL 
BE REVIEWED IN DEPARTMENT AND DEPARTMENT WILL PROVIDE ANY 
RECORDS DEEMED RELEASABLE. IN MEANTIME NBC SHOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT BE GIVEN DIRECT ACCESS TO EMBASSY FILES ON 
CASES. 

4. PLEASE NOTE THAT PRIVACY ACT AFFECTS THE RELEASE 
ONLY OF PERSONAL INFORMATION. EMBASSY MAY DISCUSS WITH 
NBC WITHIN LIMITS OF PRIVILEGED SOURCES (SUCH AS LAW 
ENFORCEMENT REPORTS) ANY OFFICIAL ACTIONS TAKEN BY 
CONSULAR PERSONNEL TO LOCATE MISSING PERSONS. EMBASSY 
MAY PROVIDE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THE 
NATURE AND EXTENT OF OUR EFFORTS TO DETERMINE THE WHERE- 
ABOUTS OF THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, WITH PARTICULAR 
STRESS ON HIGH-LEVEL CONTACTS AND THE AMBASSADOR S 
PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT. 

5. EMBASSY MAY ALSO PROVIDE PERSONAL INFORMATION WHICH IS 
ALREADY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN WHICH IS NOT DEROGATORY TO 
THE INDIVIDUALS OR EMBARRASSING TO THEIR FAMILIES. 

6. DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES DESIRABILITY OF MAKING MAXIMUM 
AMOUNT OF INFORMATION POSSIBLE AVAILABLE TO NBC TEAM 
ESPECIALLY AS THE EMBASSY'S RECORD IN THESE CASES IS AN 
IMPRESSIVE ONE. NEVERTHELESS, THE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY 
STATUTE NECESSARILY ARE OVERRIDING. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, INFORMATION CONTROL, MISSING PERSONS, VISITS, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE056097 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: F.M.MACPIAK:SCA:J. CARTER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770087-0182 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770362/aaaaccnh.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5f4c7bb8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN DRC 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 QUITO 1546, 75 STATE A-4872 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3116488 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MISSING PERSONS IN ECUADOR: VISIT OF NBC TV FILM CREW TO ECUADOR 
TAGS: AINF, CASC, SOPN, US, EC, NBC, (ALTMEYER, PAUL) 

To: QUITO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5f4c7bb8-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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